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God’s Folly
by Rodney Shaw

EDITORIAL

In a narrow sense, preaching is the 
event in which the redeemed tell 
the unredeemed about Jesus. In a 
broader sense, preaching also is 

the proclamation of the application and 
effects of the Cross on our lives. No 
matter how restricted the definition, 
all preaching has Jesus Christ at the 
center. Although rhetorical style in one 
way or another is typically employed 
as a vehicle of delivery, it is the con-
tent of the message shared that makes 
preaching what it is. This simple act of 
telling is the chosen method God has 
ordained for the spread of the gospel 
and the upkeep of the church, and this 
is nonsense to the world. How could it 
be so simple and so fragile and yet be 
ordained of God? In I Corinthians 1–2 
Paul sets forth the folly of the gospel 
and the act of preaching as seen by the 
world. Paul makes three points.

1. A crucified Messiah is folly. The 
Jews wanted a sign—a delivering 
messiah accompanied with shows of 
power. The Greeks wanted wisdom—
philosophy and thought systems which 
are both sophisticated and revelatory, 
something that explains the existential 
issues of humanity. Instead, God chose 
a crucified messiah, an oxymoron. Not 
only does a suffering messiah defy 
all the Jewish ideas of a messiah, an 
executed supposed-criminal from the 
working class in an obscure region of 
the Roman Empire made no sense to 
the Greeks.

Further, that salvation would re-
sult from the telling and believing 
of this story was nonsensical. But 

Paul proclaimed, “For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world through 
wisdom did not know God, it pleased 
God through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those who 
believe” (1:21, NKJV). It is not foolish 
preaching—outlandish and unconven-
tional styles of delivery—which save 
the lost, but the foolish idea (accord-
ing to the world) that telling a story 
about a crucified Messiah could trans-
form lives. Preaching, therefore, is a 
bridge between the miraculous. It re-
lies on the past miracles of the cross 
and resurrection of Christ and the cur-
rent miracle of the Spirit’s quickening 
in the life of a believer.

2. Redeemed humanity is folly. 
Salvation is not political deliverance 
(Jewish idea of messiah) or philo-
sophical enlightenment (Greek idea 
of wisdom) but the redemption of 
common, ordinary people. Salvation 
is not reserved for only physical or 
intellectual elites. In fact, God often 
calls and uses the marginalized and 
unqualified. “For you see your calling 
[to be saints, cf. 1:2], brethren, that 
not many wise according to the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called. But God has chosen the fool-
ish things of the world to put to shame 
the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to put to shame 
the things which are mighty; and the 
base things of the world and the things 
which are despised God has chosen, 
and the things which are not, to bring 
to nothing the things that are” (I Cor-
inthians 1:26–28, NKJV). Preaching 

cuts through social, racial, and eco-
nomic strata and reaches the heart of 
every human being equally. No human 
accomplishment, therefore, is an ad-
vantage to receiving salvation.

3. A broken messenger is folly. And 
if a crucified Messiah who saves com-
mon people were not foolish enough, 
God has chosen to use the same pool 
of broken humanity to be his spokes-
persons. “And I, brethren, when I came 
to you, did not come with excellence of 
speech or of wisdom declaring to you 
the testimony of God. For I determined 
not to know anything among you ex-
cept Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I 
was with you in weakness, in fear, and 
in much trembling. And my speech and 
my preaching were not with persuasive 
words of human wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power, that 
your faith should not be in the wisdom 
of men but in the power of God” (2:1–
5, NKJV). The efficacy of the gospel is 
not in rhetorical style, personality, or 
human wisdom; it is in the power of 
the Spirit. Therefore, God uses broken, 
fallible people to transform the world, 
for the power rests in His Spirit, not the 
spokespersons He uses.

As we stand to preach, let us nev-
er forget that none of this makes any 
sense to the world. A crucified Messi-
ah saves common people through the 
declaration of this story by weak and 
broken preachers. If we dare to reframe 
this formula so that it is palpable to the 
world, then we fundamentally alter 
the message itself. “For the word of 
the cross is folly to those who are per-
ishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God” (1:18, ESV). 
Why? “That no flesh should glory in 
His presence” (1:29, NKJV).

Rodney Shaw is the 
co-editor of the Forward and 
the pastor of New Life UPC 
in Austin, Texas.
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UPDATE FROM 
THE GENERAL 
SUPERINTENDENT

URSHAN PRESIDENTIAL 
TRANSITION

F
rom the time I was elected as 
general superintendent, I have 
expressed the need and desire to 
relinquish my role as president of 

Urshan Graduate School of Theology 
(UGST). At the request of the Urshan 
Board, I continued as president in or-
der to guide UGST to accreditation 
with the Association of Theological 
Schools and then later to establish 
Urshan College (UC). In consultation 
with the board, I had planned to make 
a presidential transition following the 
achievement of candidacy status with 
the Higher Learning Commission 
(HLC), the regional accrediting as-
sociation. A decision is scheduled for 
June 2018. During Urshan’s accred-
itation site visit in December 2017, 
however, the site team recommended 
that Urshan make this transition now, 
before candidacy, rather than during 
candidacy. Consequently, I submitted 
my resignation as president effective 
January 15, 2018. I will continue to 
serve as a professor of biblical theolo-
gy, an ex-officio member of the board, 
and an advisor to the administration 
and board as needed.

The Urshan Board appointed the 
executive vice president (EVP), Jennie 
Russell, to serve as interim president 
until it selects a new president. For 
the past five years as the EVP, Jennie 
Russell has managed the day-to-day 
administrative operations of UC and 
UGST, including the oversight of Ur-
shan’s progress toward accreditation 
with HLC. Beginning in May 2018, the 
Urshan Board will implement plans for 
a presidential search, with the goal of 
selecting a new president in 2019.

THE APOSTOLIC 
HANDBOOK SERIES

The Pentecostal Publishing House 
has produced an exciting new Apos-
tolic Handbook Series of eight books 
covering the entire Bible. They are 
part of the required reading for minis-
terial credentials, but they would be a 
welcome addition to the library of any 
minister or student of the Scriptures. 
The books are engaging, understand-
able, and well written. It is evident that 
the authors and editors have both theo-
logical and literary expertise.

For the first time, we have a 
complete Bible handbook series by 
authors who are credentialed United 
Pentecostal ministers. Consequent-
ly, the books maintain a high view 
of Scripture, uphold the Apostolic 
doctrine, and offer a distinctively 
Oneness Pentecostal perspective. For 
example, the Handbook on the Book 
of Acts presents a uniquely Pentecos-
tal approach to reading, interpreting, 
and understanding Acts.

The authors have impressive 
scholarly credentials, either holding 
or pursuing doctorates in theology or 
religion, and most are professors at 
Urshan College or Urshan Graduate 
School of Theology. Consequently, 
they engage the latest scholarship in a 
helpful way, providing fresh insights 
while refuting liberal notions. For in-
stance, the Handbook on the Gospels 
explains that the differences among 
the four Gospels are not problematic 
but divinely intended, and it highlights 
the uniqueness and value of each.

At the same time, the authors have 
extensive experience in local church 
ministry. Thus, the books address prac-
tical human needs, make applications 

for daily Christian life, and provide 
seed thoughts for pastoral messages.

The handbooks express an incar-
national model of divine inspiration. 
Much as Jesus was fully God and fully 
human yet without sin, so the Bible is 
fully divine and fully human yet with-
out error. It is important to understand 
the historical and cultural context of 
the writers, yet these circumstances 
do not diminish the infallibility of the 
inspired text. The Handbook on the 
Pentateuch mentions that Moses like-
ly used patriarchal stories and songs 
that circulated orally before he wrote 
them down. The Handbook on the 
Historical Books describes the Deu-
teronomistic history (Joshua through 
Kings) as a narrative by a succession 
of unidentified writers, probably in-
cluding Joshua and Samuel, who used 
the moral paradigm of Deuteronomy. 
The Handbook on the Epistles of Paul 
explores how Paul addressed specific 
issues and problems in local church-
es of his day. God used the various 
writers, cultural contexts, and local 
circumstances to communicate His 
Word to every age.

I have read all eight books. I 
found a few ambiguities and minor 
errors in a couple of them, which are 
easily corrected in the digital format 
for ministerial applicants. These books 
are significant as the first Apostolic 
series of this nature. They would be 
preferred for that reason alone, but in 
addition they easily meet the standard 
of literary and scholarly excellence.

David K. Bernard is the general 
superintendent of the United Pentecostal 
Church International.
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Safe Spaces 
and Preaching

by Jerry Jones

S
afe spaces, puppy comfort, mi-
croaggressions, breakdowns over 
chalked words on sidewalks. Just 
how fragile are modern psyches? 

More importantly, what does our new-
ly-named snowflake culture (which 
doesn’t only exist on university cam-
puses) mean for our preaching? How do 
we balance modern sensibilities against 
the Bible standard of preaching found 
in the statement of the apostle Paul 
(Acts 20:27): “For I have not shunned 
to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God”? To declare the whole counsel of 
God in a culture that condemns any-
thing that remotely resembles its idea 
of judgmentalism and refuses to accept 
even a mild critique of whatever ex-
treme life choices a person makes, may 
induce fainting spells in some folks. 

So, what’s a conscientious preach-
er to do? Should we simply ignore 
whole parts of clear Bible teaching? 
Should we recast strong biblical lan-
guage into vague, non-confrontational, 
politically-correct double- (or triple-) 
speak? Or do we plow on ahead, de-
terminedly unaware of the reactions in 
the congregation?

The answer to these and similar 
questions is rooted in our attitude to-
ward the preached Word. Is it only the 
words of a human being? Is it only one 
person’s opinion, no better or worse 
than anyone else’s? Is the power of 
preaching only in eloquent phrases 
and rhetorical technique, or is it found 
in something much more enduring: the 
eternal Word? Let’s assume for this ar-
ticle that you join me in the belief that 

preaching is effective, that its pow-
er is the very power of God, and that 
preaching changes lives. If we believe 
this, the question becomes not one of 
whether we should preach the whole 
Word, but how can we preach it most 
effectively? We cannot fulfill our call-
ing if we fail to preach what our people 
need to hear by only preaching what 
they want to hear.

Here are some suggestions for 
preaching the controversial and more 
challenging doctrines of scripture.

Preach the Bible. Make sure you 
ground your message in the Word. 
While skepticism toward the Bible is a 
growing phenomenon in North Ameri-
ca, for the great majority, and certainly 
in our churches, it remains the author-
ity for spiritual issues. Clearly build 
your case on the principles taught 
therein. 

Tell them why it matters. Some-
times when a pastor preaches a “hard” 
sermon, people think it is a reaction 
to something that made him or her 
mad. When they thus personalize the 
motives behind the sermon, it makes 
it easier for them to discount its mes-
sage. Eliminate this excuse to ignore 
your message by: (1) never preaching 
as the result of an event, especially if 
you are mad, and (2) explaining bibli-
cal context why this truth is important 
for your hearers to know and apply to 
their lives. Always make its applica-
tion general, important for everybody 
in the congregation.  

Be consistent. Make contro-
versial issues a routine part of your 

preaching—not in every sermon, cer-
tainly, but on occasion. This will help 
avoid needless embarrassment for 
your hearers when you do preach on 
a sensitive subject. If you preach on 
divorce only after there has been a di-
vorce in your church you increase the 
chance of a negative response; but if 
you have dealt with it before, it is sim-
ply part of the church’s culture. We all 
have known of pastors who have not 
preached or taught on holiness in years 
who suddenly try to set some bound-
aries. This is often met with strong 
resistance. 

Preach with wisdom. In teaching 
holiness to the Roman church, Paul 
carefully chose his phrasing and ex-
amples. He explains why in Romans 
6:19: “I speak after the manner of men 
because of the infirmity of your flesh: 
for as ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity 
unto iniquity; even so now yield your 
members servants to righteousness 
unto holiness.” Paul is using everyday 
speech and widely-experienced ex-
amples to be sure his readers clearly 
understand his teaching. This is vital. 
Whether you are preaching or teach-
ing, slow down and choose your words 
carefully. It might be wise to fully write 
out that part of the sermon/lesson to be 
sure it is simple, clear, and concise. 
Paul says he does this because of the 
“infirmity of your flesh.” He realizes 
it is human nature to read our interpre-
tations into a statement, to hear what 
we choose to hear, and because of this, 
to misunderstand. He chooses precise 
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words and illustrations that are part of 
the Romans’ every-day experience so 
they will more easily grasp what he is 
teaching.

Preach with compassion. Paul 
gives a young preacher instruction in II 
Timothy 4:2: “Preach the word; be in-
stant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine.” Often the “reprove, re-
buke, and exhort” are duly noted, but 
the “longsuffering” is missed. You must 
always present truth with patience, nev-
er harshness, never in anger. You are 
dealing with fallible and often hurting 
people, and the job is to help them, not 
condemn or hurt them. We must not 
compromise truth, but we must effec-
tively preach it, and this takes patience. 
Even in reproving and rebuking, be 
kind, be optimistic, and offer hope. 

Someone has said: “Always 
preach Hell with a tear, and holiness 
with a smile.” We dare not ignore 
those Bible truths that our collapsing 
culture labels confrontational and con-
troversial. But we also must and can 
preach them compassionately and ef-
fectively. Those who hear us preach 
deserve nothing less.

Jerry Jones is the general 
secretary-treasurer of the 
UPCI.

Is the power of preaching only in 
eloquent phrases and rhetorical 

technique, or is it found in something 
much more enduring: the eternal Word?
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by Jonathan McClintock

Sermon Preparation

At this moment, where does 
God’s Word intersect with my 

life and the life of my audience?
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by Jonathan McClintock

S
ermon preparation starts right 
now. As you read this article, 
preparation is being made for 
your next sermon. The preach-

er can never truly separate himself or 
herself from the call to preach. Of-
tentimes life will bleed over into the 
sermon. No matter how hard you try to 
pretend your out-of-the-pulpit life has 
no affect on your in-the-pulpit life, you 
must ultimately surrender to the reality 
that your entire life is intertwined with 
your preaching life. What you read, 
what you hear, what you seek for en-
tertainment, what you do, and where 
you go will all influence the message 
you preach. There is no true compart-
mentalization when it comes to the 
preacher. You may think so, but just 
because you convince yourself doesn’t 
make it true.

The people who sit on our pews 
have needs so varied and vast that it 
would be impossible in and of our own 
power as preachers to speak to every 
one of their needs. When a preacher 
sits down to determine the text, topic, 
and title for the upcoming Sunday ser-
vice, no doubt the directions that could 
be taken are endless. No wonder even 
the most seasoned preachers ask them-
selves, “Where do I even start?”

Where Do I Even Start?
So, where do you start? Well, let’s 

get real basic here at first. Ask yourself, 
“At this moment, where does God’s 
Word intersect with my life and the 
life of my audience?” What have you 
been feeling in prayer? What have you 
been reading about in God’s Word? Is 
there a biblical principle or truth stir-
ring inside your soul? Of course, there 
are those times when you plan out a 
series well in advance, and those plans 
certainly make it easier on the preach-
er. However, there are those moments 
when you need something fresh to 
preach and so you grapple for direc-
tion and a clear word from the Lord.

As you pray, read, meditate, and 
search for direction, the Spirit will 
speak to you and give you the guidance 

you need. Oftentimes it will come in 
the form of an inspired thought from 
a passage of Scripture or even an idea 
that pops into your head as you pray 
and meditate on God’s goodness in 
your life.

Once direction is received, you are 
free to move to the next stage of prepa-
ration. Your next step is one about 
which many disagree. Some would say 
start with the conclusion first because 
it is important to begin with the end 
in mind. Others would say once you 
have a topic, write a good introduction 
because starting off right is the most 
important. Still yet others may offer a 
completely different way of crafting a 
sermon.

I would say they are all right! 
There is not one best way to craft a 
sermon. Perhaps the best way is what 
works for you. And that may even vary 
from sermon to sermon. Sometimes 
you will work on the conclusion first 
because the conclusion becomes crys-
tal clear from the start. At other times, 
you will have a great idea for an in-
credible introduction and so you will 
start from there.

A Clear Sermon Idea
However you choose to build the 

sermon, a clear sermon idea (others 
may call it the main idea, the focus 
statement, or the sermon proposition) 
is imperative because it will keep 
you focused and on-track throughout 
the sermon preparation process. Your 
sermon may be built on three or four 
points, but each of those points should 
simply be an extension of and point to 
the one main point, your sermon idea.

But let me warn you; developing 
a clear sermon idea is not as easy as it 
sounds. In fact, it is a lot of work. You 
can tell those who have not completely 
thought through and developed a ser-
mon idea because when you ask them 
what they are going to preach about 
they will launch into a five-minute dis-
course of their sermon. They may share 
it with passion and excitement, but it 
will be clear they are still working on 

it and the dust from their sermon build-
ing has not yet completely settled. It is 
not that they lack substance, but their 
substance lacks focus.

On the other hand, those who 
have thought through the purpose and 
idea of their sermon and have crafted 
a concise, carefully worded statement 
will be able to give you the crux of 
their message in one sentence. Again, 
if the preacher is unable to do this, the 
sermon may have too many branches 
of thought and need to be broken up 
into more than one sermon. Think 
about it: how many thoughts can peo-
ple remember from a sermon anyway?

So here is where you start: take 
time to think through what you really 
want to say. What is the one thing you 
want your audience to take away from 
your sermon? We do this somewhat 
with our titles. We spend time crafting 
a clever label to slap on the face of our 
message because “it puts a handle on 
the sermon so people can get a grip on 
what you are saying” (Wayne Huntley: 
Life Preaching, 164).

Think of your sermon idea in this 
way: the sermon idea—a carefully 
worded statement that summarizes 
your sermon—gives your audience a 
handle to hold on to as they walk away 
from the service. Most importantly, 
the sermon idea keeps you focused, on 
track, and headed toward your desired 
destination, both in preparation and ul-
timately in delivery. It will keep you 
away from some of the many tempt-
ing rabbit trails. It will also deter you 
from sharing information fluff—that 
does nothing more than overload your 
audience with good stuff—so you can 
give them the best stuff. So, whether 
you start with the conclusion, the in-
troduction, or somewhere in between, 
starting with your sermon idea is really 
the best place to begin.

Jonathan McClintock is the 
Adult Curriculum editor for 
the Division of Publication 
and teaches preaching at 
Urshan College.
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G
od chose to spread His Word through preaching. 
Since the foundation of the church, passionate decla-
ration has been the primary means through which the 
gospel has spread throughout the world. Today, some 

have begun to question if preaching is still relevant in a con-
temporary culture. Certainly, much debate could be given 
to the style and substance of preaching. Yet, if preaching 
ceased, the spread of the gospel message and the witness 
of Jesus Christ would be greatly hindered. Considering the 
moral decay of current culture, the preacher, standing be-
hind a pulpit, remains the last voice of biblical truth crying 
out to a morally bankrupt culture. 

Preaching is a direct command given in Scripture. Je-
sus told the disciples, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). The purpose of 
preaching is quite clear. Titus 1:3 instructs us that the Word 
of God is “manifested through preaching.” This means 
God’s Word is made visible and alive through the process 
of preaching. Simply stated, preaching is a dramatic procla-
mation of divine truth. 

One of the primary purposes of preaching is to encour-
age conversion from sin to salvation. Romans 10:13–14 
says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear 
without a preacher?” Therefore, we find that preaching is 
the conduit God uses for His people to hear His Word and 
believe in Him. 

The local church is the primary venue for preaching. 
Sermons are delivered to more than one hundred million 
people in North America in over three hundred thousand 
Christian churches each week. However, one must question 
the effectiveness of this preaching. How are we not satu-
rating our culture with Christian ideology considering such 

volume 
and con-
sistency of 
preaching? We 
must confess, not all 
preaching is effective. Not all preaching is spiritual. Not all 
preaching produces results. 

Effective preaching touches the heart and the mind of 
the hearers. To be effective, preaching must achieve a result. 
To be effective, the preacher needs the help of God. This 
empowerment to preach is presented in the Scriptures and 
defined as “the anointing.” The prophet Isaiah said he was 
anointed to preach (Isaiah 61:1). This anointing allowed 
him to proclaim, promise, comfort, and bring deliverance to 
the hearers. Jesus referred directly to Isaiah and announced 
he had been “anointed” to preach (Luke 4:17–19). 

Preaching, when done in the flow of the Holy Spirit, 
produces dramatic results. Broken-hearted people are com-
forted, spiritual bondage is broken, and deliverance from 
deception is accomplished as people are healed and saved 
from the eternal punishment of sin. Bearing this in mind, 
we find that there are certainly different types of ministry. 
Preaching serves a variety of purposes in the body of Christ. 

Informational preaching usually takes the form of 
teaching. It is designed to educate the hearers with knowl-
edge of the Word of God. This preaching ensures the hearers 
have the information contained in the Scriptures delivered 
to their ears. While this may not seem to be very exciting 
it is very important. Failure to hear the law of God leads to 
forgetting truth, which comes with great consequences. As 
Hosea 4:6 reminds us, “My people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will 
also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing 
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy 
children.”

The 
Spiritual
Value of 
Preaching

by Doug Klinedinst
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Revelational preaching pres-
ents scriptural truth by opening the 
understanding of the hearer to grasp 
knowledge in an unforgettable and lib-
erating fashion. The truth received by 
revelation arrives like the uncovering of 
a secret or the disclosure of knowledge 
previously hidden. The process of rev-
elation described in Ephesians 1 shows 
us wisdom and revelation opening the 

eyes of understanding. This could be de-
scribed as an aha moment where one sees 

truth and realizes it was right there all along. 
In this way, revelational preaching produces 

significant results in the mind and spirit of 
the receiver. There is a marked spiritual experi-

ence as faith is created. “So then faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 

10:17). 
Inspirational preaching is both delivered and received 

with great enthusiasm. The biblical term for this style of 
preaching is exhortation. Paul instructs Timothy to contin-
ue in reading, exhortation, and doctrine in I Timothy 4:13. 
Inspirational preaching is identified as great joy, and passion 
is born in the heart of those who receive the Word. Since the 
joy of the Lord is our strength, inspirational preaching tre-
mendously strengthens the body of Christ. This is especially 
helpful for those who have become weakened through ex-
tended trials and devastating circumstances of life. 

Impartational preaching provides biblical truth 
through the person of the preacher. In this setting a part 
or portion of the preacher’s personal experience with the 
gospel is delivered along with the divine truth. An example 
of this is found in Acts 3. The apostle Peter said, “Such as 
I have, give I thee.” He was able to release a portion of 
what he had received. Impartation occurs when we receive 
the Word and its application through the unique experienc-
es of the preacher. Seasoned preachers often are the most 
successful with impartation, as they have a reservoir of un-
derstanding regarding Scripture and how it applies in the 
arena of life.

Admonitional preaching is very needed in the body 
of Christ. This preaching brings correction and warning to 
the hearers. One of the most notable passages concerning 
admonishing brings this point to light: “Preach the word; 
be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex-
hort with all long suffering and doctrine (II Timothy 4:2).” 
Although it is not always popular, correction is one of the 
foremost purposes of the pulpit. 

Demonstrational preaching unfolds with significant 
power and identifiable miracles. Paul referenced this kind 
of preaching in I Corinthians 2:4–5, “And my speech and 
my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wis-
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that 

your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God.” This kind of preaching is accompanied by 
strong evidence providing validation of the message. Mir-
acles of healing and deliverance from addictions and pain 
are an example. 

Prophetic preaching paints a picture of the future 
creating anticipation in the heart of the hearer. Through ac-
curate discerning, the preacher can alert the body of Christ 
as to what is about to happen. Often this comes as a confir-
mation to the body. The prophetic word spoken by a visiting 
evangelist or fellow pastor in many cases confirms the word 
the pastor has been speaking and serves as a sign to the 
people of God. 

In this article, we have briefly looked at seven examples 
of different types of preaching. Surely not enough could be 
said of the importance and styles of preaching. However, 
it must be said that preaching through the anointing of the 

Spirit is extremely valuable to the local church. Through 
preaching, souls are brought to the point of decision. 
Throughout the history of the church, we have witnessed 
dramatic conversions because of preaching. The body of 
Christ is continually edified and saved through preaching 
according to the Scriptures. 

The anointing is given to us to make preaching possi-
ble and profitable. Through the anointing, a timely word is 
delivered to the church, and the Spirit flows accordingly. 
Spirit and truth flowing together, into the body of Christ, on 
a regular basis, is the very source of our spiritual life. 

If you are a preacher, keep preaching, and if you are a 
hearer, keep hearing. Keep applying the divinely inspired 
words of truth that come across the pulpit on a weekly 
basis. Paul’s words to Timothy proved instruction to both 
the preacher and the hearer. “Take heed unto thyself, and 
unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou 
shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee” (I Timothy 
4:16). The spiritual effectiveness of preaching rests in the 
anointing of God upon the preacher and the transformative 
power of the Word upon the hearer.

Doug Klinedinst is an international evangelist based 
in Ocala, Florida.
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To be effective, the preacher 
needs the help of God. This 

empowerment to preach is 
presented in the Scriptures and 
defined as “the anointing.”

The 
Spiritual
Value of 
Preaching
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New Ministers
Arkansas District
Neal, Christopher D.

Arkansas District
Strange, James M.

British Columbia District
Hallam, Hilton H.
Malley, Wilfred
Rideout, Michael D.
Wilson, Daniel T.

Canadian Plains District
Majaducon, Nelie S.
Sayson, Jeff

Colorado District
Rivas, Manuel

Florida District
Carcamo, Lauren R.
Carcamo, Oscar
Cook, Jason L.
Dagan, DaVida W.
Dezell, Jacob W.
Diaz, Felipe
Garcia, Angelo
Gibson, Bobby L.
Gordon, Sophia N.
Herndon, Gerald R., Jr.
Kyle, Elizabeth A.
McKenzie, Christopher C.
Osborne, Christopher D.
Perez Chuj, Manuel
Place, Charles H.
Powell, Arce M.
Richard, Caleb J.
Siegel, Michael D.
Six, Chad J.
Turner, Audria S.
Warren, Lorenzo C., Jr.
White, Willie Mae I.
Williams, Thomas W.
Ybarra, Chas J.

Georgia District
Miles, Christian O.

Global National 
Workers District
Cseh, Robert
Rodriguez, Jose A.
Townsend, Courtney B.

Illinois District
Del Real, Julio

Indiana District
Brewer, Joshua R.
Carlock, Shiloh K.
Clark, Jed A.
Lucas, James F.
Martin, Riley
McFarland, Edward R.
Shields, Ronnie E., II

Iowa District
Andrews, Bridgette
Fitkin, Joshua D.
Frank, Christopher R.

Kansas District
Beechy, Orva O.

Louisiana District
Carbo, Andre M.
Copeland, Ryan A.
Cornett, Matthew D.
Danzy, Jennifer L.
Davis, Mertis D.
DeHart, Joshua A.
Erwin, Myron D.
Gibson, Dustin B.
Handy, Lazarius D., Sr.
Hudson, Chase M.
Lora, Marcia G.
Powers, Willie E.
Reeves, Alicia
Reeves, Hubert V.
Simmons, Nield S.
Tyler, Ian M.
Wiggins, Colton D.
Wolfe, Zachary C.

Maine District
Churchill, Cameron S.
Cyr, James D.

Maryland-Washing-
ton DC District
Abrego, Isaac B.
Abrego, Maria G.

Mississippi District
McKissick, John L.
Ordone, Christopher P., Sr.

Missouri District
Crum, Jonathan A.

Nebraska District
Cuellar, Samuel A., III
Fox, Geoffrey
Kouadio, Ngbra O.
Messner, Gisele M.
Teko, Kankoe

New Hampshire- 
Vermont District
Francis, Justin C.

New Jersey-Dela-
ware District
Hopper, Kevin D.
Johnson, Ray

New York Metro District
Mattis, Clayton

North Carolina District
Blue , James J.
Broome, Wayne E.
Douglas, Caleb S.
Fritchey, Joshua R.
Peavy, Damon I., Jr.
Potts, Gregory A., Sr.

North Texas District
Naranjo, Felipe
Stegall, Kaitlyn

Ohio District
Semrau, Mark R.
Ward, Steven A.
Werle, Simon P.

Wolford, Mark A.

Ontario District
Ferreras, Airell S.
Green, Alexander
Suelto, Reynaldo B.

South Texas District
Bernard, Jonathan D.
Cazares, Arturo. 
Flores, Jorge L.
Hiser, Dustin C.
Hiser, Samantha L.
Reyes, Jose L.
Silva, Daniel R., II
Simoneaux, Timothy C.
Tibbs, Michael A.

Southern California District
Jones, Jacob W.
McGovern, David

Tennessee District
Atkisson, Robert A.
Bishop, Michael C.
Bork, James H.
Burton, Carla E.
Douglas, Kentrell
Ford, Justin T.
Gibson, Hunter A.
Grady, Michael A.
Longoria, Jose A.
Maness, Danny S.
Page, Phillip E.
Parrish, Jonathan M.
Robbins, Grant M.
Spencer, David W.
Sullivan, Sean C.
Valdovinos, Jose H., Jr.
Wells, Tyler C.
Wilson, Nicholas R.

Texas District
Brazile, Michael C.
Fancher, Zakery L.
Fenner, Grant A.
Gomez, Austin R.
Green, Jathan A.
Gryder, Jason C.
Hughes, Braiden K.
Ikerd, Jordan E.
Lightfoot, Derrick L.
Powell, Megan B.
Rankin, Brandon T.
Sequeira, Edwin
Wright, Jarrett T.

Virginia District
Agustin, Arthur P.
Grassl, Mary T.
Hill, Chad A.
Hummel, John L.
Rivera, Melissa H.
Robinson, Shannon J.
Smellie, Andrew S.
Townes, Kevin, Jr.
Windsor, Bailey J.

West Virginia-Western 
Maryland District
Bounds, Samuel P., Sr.

Cochran, Jeffrey W.
Kitchen, Jerry L.
Mounts, Janet S.
Sandy, Zachary P.

Wisconsin District
Hilderbrand, Bethany D.

Promotions to General 
Arkansas District
Jensen, Levi K.

Florida District
Brannon, Lewis A.
Byrd, Jack E.
Faubert, Russell
Hathaway, Riley L.
Kerr, Dionne R.
Mitchell, Paul A.
Smith, Sabrina D.
Swanson, Peter W.
Volan, Paul L., Jr.
Walchle, Larry D.
Zuniga, Fredy A.

Global Missions District
Beek, Susan A.

Global National 
Workers District
Roberts, Ezra

Iowa District
Doland, Steven E.

Kansas District
Mitchell, Errol J., II

Louisiana District
Couvillion, Kyle J.
Handy, Andrew, Jr.
Harper, Ronald E.
Hodge, John W.
Holloway, Aaron
Mose, Larry J., Sr.
Records, Paul L.
Saucer, Kaleb D.
Walton, Jonathan R.
Williams, Jenifer A.
Wolfe, Dewey J., III

Nebraska District
Manis, Gary C.
Wilder, Trevor J.

New Jersey-Dela-
ware District
Griffith, Steven

North Carolina District
Robertson, Dennis J., Jr.

North Dakota District
Magelky, Peter A.

North Texas District
Loveland, Charles C.

Ohio District
Evans, Scott M.
Richard, Anthony S.
Rowland, Wilmer C., Jr.

Ontario District
Phillips, Daniel

Rocky Mountain District
Chavez, Bernie L., Jr.
Essex, Howard W.
Haag, Steven G.
Longfield, Todd F.
Schoppe, Ryan J.

South Texas District
Hunt, Esther L.
Lee, Kerry D.
Mejia, Jesus R., Jr.

Southern California District
Bingley, Peter A.
Reyes, Roberto D.
Rivera, Nelson, III

Tennessee District
Atkisson, Timothy J.
Beecham, Marcus S.
Farmer, Joshua
Gaugh, Glen E.
Gaugh, Robert L.
Harvey, Robert A.
Hayes, Hank L.
Jones, Stephen T.
Lewis, Ryan T.
Nash, Charles J.
Stephens, James W.
Terry, William M.
Watson, Raymond S.

Texas District
Dagle, Justin L.
Dane, William L.
Dorsey, Jason
Gierisch, Johnny W., III
Mendoza, Alex E.
Milam, Matthew T.
Moore, Blake A.
Terry, Justin D.
Wood, A. J., Jr.

Virginia District
Hallberg, Scott L.
Hoffman, Keenan W.
Tarnovska, John E., Jr.

West Virginia-Western 
Maryland District
Nicholson, Matthew

Promotions to Ordained
Alabama District
Rogers, Kenny

Arkansas District
Alspaw, Duane D.

Florida District
Sizemore, James A.

Georgia District
Pringle, Kara

Global National 
Workers District
Lopez, Jorge I.

Hawaii District
Roth, John

Nebraska District
Alley, Phillip E.
Palmer, Terrence V.
Showalter, Steven L.

Texas District
Allen, Michael W.

West Virginia-Western 
Maryland District
Adkins, Joseph D.

Deceased
Alabama District
Ingram, Norman E.

Arkansas District
Herring, Charles T.
Oakes, L. G. 
Williams, Rex W.

British Columbia District
Sims, Larry L.

Colorado District
Fisher, Forrest D.

Georgia District
Wheatly, H. E.

Global National 
Workers District
Lopez, Jorge I.

Indiana District
Bowling, Cecil
West, Elza G.

Maine District
Cole, David W.

Michigan District
Wilkey, Jeffrey L.

Missouri District
Green, Garry L.

New Hampshire-Ver-
mont District
Howe, Paul

North Dakota District
Walters, David

North Texas District
Kershaw, John
Nelson, William S.
Stagg, Delores

Rocky Mountain District
Marran, Lawrence

Tennessee District
Miller, Robert T.

Texas District
Pinner, Ray E.
Pitts, Stephen V.

Virginia District
Hall, Robert E.

Wisconsin District
Falkey, Robert J.
Russell, John M.

Ministerial Statistics
October - December, 2017
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Hawaii District
Roth, John

Nebraska District
Alley, Phillip E.
Palmer, Terrence V.
Showalter, Steven L.

Texas District
Allen, Michael W.

West Virginia-Western 
Maryland District
Adkins, Joseph D.

Deceased
Alabama District
Ingram, Norman E.

Arkansas District
Herring, Charles T.
Oakes, L. G. 
Williams, Rex W.

British Columbia District
Sims, Larry L.

Colorado District
Fisher, Forrest D.

Georgia District
Wheatly, H. E.

Global National 
Workers District
Lopez, Jorge I.

Indiana District
Bowling, Cecil
West, Elza G.

Maine District
Cole, David W.

Michigan District
Wilkey, Jeffrey L.

Missouri District
Green, Garry L.

New Hampshire-Ver-
mont District
Howe, Paul

North Dakota District
Walters, David

North Texas District
Kershaw, John
Nelson, William S.
Stagg, Delores

Rocky Mountain District
Marran, Lawrence

Tennessee District
Miller, Robert T.

Texas District
Pinner, Ray E.
Pitts, Stephen V.

Virginia District
Hall, Robert E.

Wisconsin District
Falkey, Robert J.
Russell, John M.

Ministerial Statistics
October - December, 2017
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S ome things lose relevance over 
time. An abacus was once essen-
tial to commerce, a sextant was 
invaluable to mariners, and pow-

dered wigs were standard attire in the 
halls of power. The passage of time has 
rendered each irrelevant.

The act of preaching, unlike fleet-
ing human inventions, has never lost 
its relevance. Though delivered by 
humans, preaching finds its source in 
God and is therefore timeless. Like 
oxygen to the lungs, so is preaching 
to the soul. Breathing brings physical 
life; hearing brings spiritual life. The 
value of preaching will never change. 
What does change constantly is how 
the sermon is heard. 

On July 8, 1741, in Enfield, Con-
necticut, Jonathan Edwards preached 
America’s most famous sermon: “Sin-
ners in the Hands of an Angry God.” 
Its content was undeniably vivid; its 
delivery was somewhat tepid. As was 
the style in those days, Edwards read 
the sermon word-for-word in a mono-
tone voice. His face was nearly always 
hidden from the audience since his 

nearsightedness required the sermon 
text to be held close to his face.

Would that work today? Proba-
bly not. People hear differently than 
they did three hundred years ago. In an 
age when the average attention span is 
measured in nanoseconds, messages 
are delivered in 140 characters or less, 
and imagery trumps vocabulary. Those 
once-powerful sermons no longer have 
the same impact. Today’s hearer has an 
ever-narrowing bandwidth to hear what 
“Thus saith the word of the Lord.”

If that intimidates us, it shouldn’t. 
God raised up Paul and Peter to ef-
fectively minister in their day. He has 
called us to reach this age. 

So preach!

The Present Age
What can we say about our age? 

In a word, it’s unusual. While the term 
“postmodern” is probably overused, it 
is also little understood. In this pres-
ent darkness, people have bid adieu 
to absolute truth; have married feel-
ings rather than facts; have engaged in 

the systematic destruction of rational 
thought, family values, and godly insti-
tutions; and have replaced religion with 
the worship of self. Yes, this is our age.

Compounding the difficulty a 
preacher faces in serving this genera-
tion, we are seeing the dissolution of 
the family unit.

One final aspect of this present 
age is its biblical ignorance. We can no 
longer presume the people who hear 
us know the riveting stories of Scrip-
ture, much less its great doctrines. Our 
preaching should reflect this. There’s 
no need to do advanced calculus when 
2 + 2 will do. We preach the Word, but 
do so in a way it can be received.

Despite the unusual nature of our 
present age, remarkable and demon-
strative conversions are still possible. 
In fact, they seem to be more common 
than in recent years. The preacher’s 
role is thus more important than it has 
ever been. 

Preaching is as vital today as ever. 
So preach!

by Ken Gurley

Preacher, You Were 
Called for This Age!

Despite the unusual nature of our present 
age, remarkable and demonstrative 

conversions are still possible. In fact, 
they seem to be more common than in 
recent years. The preacher’s role is thus 
more important than it has ever been.
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Speaking So They May Hear

How do we speak to this genera-
tion so they may hear? Every speaker in 
every generation has wrestled with this. 
Yet, the challenge seems greater today.

At the turn of the millennium, Gra-
ham Johnston penned his seminal work: 
Preaching to a Postmodern World: 
A Guide to Reaching Twenty-First 
Century Listeners. Graham notes that 
speaking to be heard in today’s world 
will involve certain “practices for en-
gagement” including storytelling; use 
of audiovisuals, props, and dramatic 
elements; engaging humor; and dia-
loguing with the audience.

Just reading this list makes one 
tired. Preaching effectively in this 
day—especially to the unchurched—
involves a lot of work. It would be far 
easier to follow the ordinary course of 
sermon preparation and delivery than 
to be heard by today’s audience.

Let’s ask and answer some ques-
tions about today’s preaching.

How long should a sermon be? 
The answer is, as short as possible. 

A sermon is like a rope; it should 
be just long enough. Special occasions 
can be addressed in twenty minutes; 
traditional services should take thirty 
and no more than forty minutes. Make 
every word count.

Some ministers don’t start the 
clock on their sermon times until they 
have everyone seated and they stop 
the clock at the beginning of the altar 
call. The time frames in the preceding 
paragraph include from the moment 
the preacher enters until the time the 
preacher exits the pulpit. 

This goes against our grain. Af-
ter all, we have been told sermonettes 
make Christianettes. Wise, however, 
is the preacher who can so weigh his 
or her words so the message comes 
through as quickly as possible. 

How can I more effectively reach 
today’s hearer? Tell the story of Jesus 
again and again. Become a gospel 

preacher and do not be ashamed of 
it. Jesus is the answer even for a 
postmodern world. 

Gospel preaching is hard. It re-
quires us to reject majoring on the 
minors, favoring the juicy tidbits over 
the main course, and catering to those 
seasoned saints who want something 
new in favor of those who have never 
heard the old story of Jesus. 

How can I introduce the visual into 
my messages? Start with projected dig-
ital images. Experiment with props for 
individual messages and sermon series.

If you have a creative and dramat-
ic team in your church, plan ahead. Get 
together and map out future messages 
and series where dramatic elements can 
be prepared. The same God who gives 
inspiration for the moment also gives 
direction for the duration. 

How can I see greater re-
sponse to my messages? The 
single greatest thing (out-
side of preaching Jesus) 
is to realize your entire 
message is the altar 
call. Start aiming 
for a response the 
moment you step 
into the pulpit. 
The only altar 
call hard to give 
is the one that 
begins at the 
end of the mes-
sage.

Final 
Thoughts

F a s h i o n i n g 
and delivering mes-
sages in our day is not 
for the faint of heart. It 
requires an understand-
ing of the audience, the 
times in which we live, and 
the ability to apply timeless 
truths to this present age.

So preach!

Preach like Heaven is standing 
with you.

Preach like Hell is standing 
against you.

Preach like an oracle of God, the 
voice to this generation.

Preach like your life and their 
souls depend on it.

Preach to hear Him say, “Well 
done!”

You’ve got this! So preach!

Ken Gurley lives and pastors 
in the Houston area. He is 
lead pastor of First Church of 
Pearland and serves as South 
Texas District Superintendent. 
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Book Review
by Everett Gossard

T
he required reading list for min-
isterial license with the UPCI 
recently has been updated. All 
required reading is now authored 

by Apostolic writers. Five of these 
books are included in this review, two 
on preaching, one on church admin-
istration, one on Christian ethics, and 
one on evangelism. 

Starting with evangelism, in his 
new book, Follow to Lead: The Jour-
ney of a Disciple Maker, Stan Gleason 
argues that making disciples is the 
most important thing we do. 

Pastor Gleason argues that our 
approach to evangelism should be, 
first and foremost, relationship-based. 
One of the keys to successful long-
term evangelism is for new believers 
to feel a close connection to other be-
lievers in the church. The new convert 
who doesn’t have a friend in church is 
much less likely to stay. Another essen-
tial component for long-term retention 
is for new believers to be doing some-
thing for the kingdom. The process of 
making disciples, as outlined in Follow 
to Lead, harmonizes these components. 
Any church that works diligently to in-
ternalize the core principle underlying 
this book, that is, disciples making dis-
ciples, is bound to see consistent and 
substantial long-term growth.

The next two books under con-
sideration are The Details Matter by 
Carlton Coon Sr. and Integrity by 
Richard Davis. These two veteran 
writers have drawn from their exten-
sive ministry experience to produce 
these excellent resources. Pastor Coon 
outlines the basics of church admin-
istration, acknowledging that while 
some pastors are naturally gifted ad-

ministrators, others need to work at it. 
He emphasizes the central importance 
of administration with his statement, 
“Without good administration, minis-
ters can easily get caught in the trap of 
having a great vision but never accom-
plishing that vision.” Pastor Coon’s 
thoroughgoing discussion includes 
details relating to pastoring, evangeliz-
ing, bivocational ministry, managing 
staff, and church finances, among oth-
er administrative tasks.

While it seems that it should go 
without saying, ethical behavior is 
“foundational and fundamental to 
godly living.” In his book, Integrity, 
Richard Davis surveys the landscape 
of Christian ethics and provides a de-
tailed account of how we can learn and 
apply the highest standard of ethical 
living in all we do. Whether it’s a ba-
sic formulation of individual ethics, 
ethics within a family structure, or an 
in-depth discussion of ethics in min-
istry, Davis combines a methodical, 
inductive approach with practical ex-
perience and real-life examples. 

The final two Word Aflame books 
that belong on every preacher’s book-
shelf, nightstand, or at the top of his or 
her what-to-read-next list are We Preach 
by Jerry Jones and Life Preaching by 
Jonathan McClintock. Nothing can re-
place experience. That’s true for a good 
many things, but it is especially true for 
preaching, which is why Life Preaching 
is such a valuable resource. Featuring 
extended excerpts from interviews of 
seventeen respected preachers in the 
UPCI, the book would be worth the 
price alone if it consisted of only these 
excerpts. But Jonathan McClintock 
goes much further, providing an all-en-

compassing introduction to preaching. 
His extensive knowledge of the subject 
gives the beginning preacher a good 
start to understanding the fundamentals 
of preaching. Seasoned preachers will 
also benefit from the wisdom contained 
in this book.

Much of what Jonathan McClin-
tock learned about preaching he learned 
from hearing the preaching of his pas-
tor, Jerry Jones. In his recent book, We 
Preach, Jerry Jones explores one of the 
questions underlying preaching: Why 
preach at all? Jones adamantly main-
tains that it is still preaching that saves. 
It is still preaching that affects change 
in peoples’ lives through the power of 
a Holy-Spirit-anointed preacher pro-
claiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

After covering a few of the histor-
ical bases, Jerry Jones delves deeply 
into the genesis, formation, and struc-
ture of a message using one of his own 
sermons as a template. By the time 
you finish reading We Preach, you will 
have gained a great deal of invaluable 
insight from one of the finest preachers 
of our day. The depth and range of Jer-
ry Jones’s reading, his understanding 
of nuances of rhetoric, the importance 
of carefully selecting words for the ti-
tle, the opening, and the closing, and 
his analysis of how to navigate the 
perfect balance of high emotion with 
material that doesn’t wear out a con-
gregation are but a few of the reasons 
to read and carefully study this excel-
lent book.

Everett Gossard is the book 
editor for the UPCI. 
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Any church that works diligently 
to internalize the core principle 
underlying this book, that is, dis-
ciples making disciples, is bound 
to see consistent growth.
27512 $13.99

Every church leader will bene-
fit from this practical guide to 
understanding and managing ad-
ministrative details such as church 
finances, policies, and staff.
27826 $12.99

Nothing can replace experience. 
That’s true for a good many things, 
but it is especially true for preach-
ing, which is why Life Preaching 
is such a valuable resource.
26362 $14.99

While it seems that it should go without saying, 
ethical behavior is “foundational and fundamen-
tal to godly living.” 
27661 $12.99

By the time you finish reading We 
Preach, you will have gained a great 
deal of invaluable insight from one 
of the finest preachers of our day.
27263 $14.99

Authored by Apostolic Authors

pentecostalpublishing.com

866.819.7667
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by Jason Ramsey

I love great preaching! I love great singing! I love great 
dramas! In fact, I love everything that makes a great wor-
ship experience! I even love the creative process that is 
required to ensure such an experience occurs. However, 

not every experience is the same. This doesn’t mean that one 
is greater than the other; rather, our focus varies from week 
to week depending on the theme or direction in which we 

are going. Some weeks we may use a video or an ener-
getic opener. Other weeks, we simply have preaching 
and worship. We do not have a set standard for the fre-
quency of using creative elements, but when we do 
utilize them, we do not wait until the last minute to 
plan them. An effective approach has four phases: 
plan it, prepare it, present it, and pick it apart.

1. Plan It: Define the Win
Before anything is prepared it must be planned. 

We like to keep the planning process as simple as 
possible so we limit the number of participants to a 

very small team. There are basically two key partic-
ipants represented at the initial planning meeting: the 

pastor and the creative team which consists of our cre-
ative team director, stage director, worship pastor, and 

message research team. The pastor acts as the communi-
cator and the creative elements serves as the connector. The 
role of the creative elements should be to complete the ser-
mon, not compete with it.

Sunday Stage 
Prep Process
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The pastor’s responsibility is to cast the vision for 
the sermon or sermon series. He needs to provide the key 
thought(s), focus, and anchor Scripture reference(s). The 
pastor needs to be very clear about the win that is to come 
out of this sermon or sermon series. The entire team’s ef-
fectiveness in equipping the pastor to present effectively 
hinges on receiving clear and concise vision from the pastor 
in the planning phase. 

The creative team’s responsibility is to help the pas-
tor communicate the message effectively by engaging the 
senses because people are moved in a variety of ways. De-
pending on the message being delivered and the pre-defined 
win, there may be need for a visual element or a special song. 
It’s during this phase that we begin designing a sermon or 
series graphic to be used that will effectively communicate 
the theme to the targeted audience. In other words, are you 
trying to appeal to insiders or outsiders? Your graphic and 
elements need to reflect your desired reach. Also, our stage 
director and creative director will begin taking notes on a 
potential stage design for the sermon or series.

2. Prepare It: Do the Work
Once you have the initial planning behind you, it’s time 

to go to work on the preparation. Each team represented in 
the planning meeting will now meet with their individual 
teams and go to work on their part of the process. 

The creative team will finalize suggested service 
elements and receive approval from the pastor to move for-
ward in the process. I personally like to review any special 
audio and visual elements that are being used in the service. 

The stage team will begin building any necessary stage 
set elements required for the service. They will not assem-
ble them on the platform until the Thursday before the 
Sunday they will be used.

The worship team will begin learning and practicing 
any special songs to be used in the service or services. 

If there will be a dramatic piece used in the service, 
the drama team will begin rehearsing for their performance. 
This does not always have to be a big production. Some-
times just a short skit can make a lasting impact.

The pastor and message research team will continue 
researching, writing, and finalizing the sermon. Every mes-
sage needs to be preached as if it’s the last message before 
eternity. Every story and illustration needs to connect with 
the listener’s heart.

3. Present It: Deliver the Word
This phase is the fun part! This is where we deliver the 

Word that God has given and that the pastor and the creative 
team have worked so hard to prepare. This is the moment 
that counts. Everything you planned and prepared for is de-
pending on the anointing of God and the commitment of 
the communicator. Whoever is communicating in that ser-
vice—the singers, drama team, or the preacher—needs to 
communicate with passion. Great content is no excuse for a 
bad delivery. Do everything with excellence.

4. Pick It Apart: Discuss the Way
This phase may be considered an uncomfortable phase, 

but if we skip this phase we will never improve. No process 
is ever improved without inspection. So, every Monday 
morning we have a staff meeting where we critique our 
weekend services. We ask ourselves three questions:

1. What went right?
2. What went wrong?
3. How can we make it better?
These three questions help us become better in our 

planning, preparation, and presentation. We must never let 
our fear of criticism keep us from critique. Never settle for 
good when great is possible!

Jason Ramsey lives in West Monroe, Louisiana, 
with his wife, Holly, and their three children, 
Jaylen, Preston, and Braeden. He serves as the 
lead pastor at The Pentecostals of the Twin Cities. 

An effective approach has four 
phases: plan it, prepare it, 

present it, and pick it apart.
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M
ost of us cut our teeth on the 
venerable old KJV. So what 
can be said about the language 
of this early seventeenth cen-

tury translation that could assist us in 
determining its future use? 

First, it is generally acknowl-
edged that much of the language of 
the KJV is archaic, limiting compre-
hension. Obsolete terms, unfamiliar 
word order, and Elizabethan syntax 
have led testers of comprehension to 
place the KJV at or near the top of the 
list of the versions most difficult to 
read and quickly grasp an understand-
ing. Shakespearean era pronouns such 
as ye, thee, thou and thine also add 
to the unfamiliarity of the language. 
“Men with men working that which 
is unseemly” (Romans 1:27) may not 
immediately suggest “homosexuality” 
to modern readers. Outdated language 
tends to puzzle many readers.

Language is not static; it does not 
stand still. It is forever in a state of 
flux to some degree. Word meanings 
have changed since 1611. “By and by” 
meant immediately back then (Mark 
6:25). “Let” meant “restrain” in the 
KJV (II Thessalonians 2:6). “Pictures” 
in Proverbs 25:11 did not mean pho-
tographs or paintings but “settings.” 
Words such as champaign, amerce, 
sabaoth, chode, ouches, and rereward, 
and scores of others leave today’s 
readers guessing at the meaning. Who 
in modern times comprehends “wee fet 
a compass” (1611 KJV) or even “we 
fetched a compass” (current KJV) in 
Acts 28:13? Did someone on the ship 
go get a compass? No, it was the 1611 
way of saying “we sailed around…” 
(NASB) or “made a circuit” (ESV). 

But, what casual reader or layperson 
would know that?

The 1611 translators did not have 
the advantages that their contempo-
rary counterparts enjoy. They worked 
with limited resources, having but a 
relative few Greek manuscripts—only 
one fairly early uncial, and no papyri. 
They were not cognizant of the type of 
Greek used by the apostles. Also, they 
were ordered by King James to follow 
the text of the Bishops’ Bible as much 
as possible. They had to pick readings 
from former English versions, the Lat-
in Vulgate, a few late minuscules, and 
one of several editions of the Textus 
Receptus, a compilation cobbled to-
gether by Erasmus in 1516. The result 
was an eclectic English text we know 
as the KJV. Scholars say there are ap-
proximately 30,000 textual variants 
in what is called the Textus Receptus. 
If all the approximately 6000 extant 
Greek manuscripts known today had 
been available to them, they still 
would have had to choose which one 
they were going to follow in certain 
places. No two are exactly alike.

One source of readers’ confusion is 
that the 1611 translators preferred “vari-
ety” in rendering the same Hebrew and 
Greek terms (as stated in their Preface). 
For example, elpis is the Greek word 
for hope but in Hebrews 10:23 they 
chose to translate it as “faith.” They 
rendered aphesis as “remission” here 
and “forgiveness” there. Pascha meant 
“Passover” everywhere but in Acts 12:4 
where they rendered it as “Easter.” In 
Acts 7:45 and Hebrews 4:8, “Jesus” is 
inserted rather than “Joshua.” 

The translators were not hesitant 
to use English idioms in their work, 

as they did in Matthew 27:44: “[they] 
cast the same in his teeth” (Matthew 
27:44). Those words are not in the orig-
inal Greek text and express a measure 
of “dynamic equivalence” translation. 
When the translators said, “God save 
the king” (I Samuel 10:24) and “God 
forbid” (Romans 3:31) in several plac-
es, we recognize that although God is 
not in the original in those places, it 
was a nod to colloquialism over for-
mality and textual accuracy. 

King James himself was the 
source of some of the language con-
tained in the Bible that bears his name. 
The translators were saddled with fif-
teen stipulations ordered by the king 
that called for certain terms to be used 
intended to preserve the theology and 
practice of the state church. He specif-
ically wanted church to be used when 
congregation or assembly would have 
been the appropriate term. This main-
tained the perception of the church as 
an institution of the state rather than 
local assemblies being autonomous 
bodies. He wanted the Greek word 
baptizo and its forms (meaning to 
wash, dip, plunge, immerse) to ba-
sically remain untranslated, which 
accommodated the practice of sprin-
kling of infants. They were not to 
depart doctrinally from what the coun-
cils of the (Roman Catholic) church 
had approved and what the Church 
Fathers such as Jerome, Chrysostom, 
Augustine, and Origen had taught.

The translators preserved some 
phrasing, including doctrinal, that had 
little or no manuscript support. Schol-
ars generally agree that I John 5:7b, 
8a should not include the words “the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: 

A King’s English
by J. R. Ensey
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and these three are one. And there are 
three that bear witness in earth.” They 
recognize it as an emendation—a 
scribal addition with virtually no early 
manuscript support—that may have 
had its origin in liturgical use. Titus 
2:13 was rendered to make the verse 
sound like an accommodation to the 
Trinity. They unilaterally decided to 
go with the suggestion of Theodore 
Beza at Revelation 16:5 to omit the 
words “holy One” and substitute “and 
shall be,” although they appear in no 
Greek manuscript. “Men” was added 
to Titus 1:8. Throughout both Testa-
ments, a number of words and phrases 
in the original languages were omitted 
and others inserted. 

Some prefer the language of the 
KJV for its “beauty and majesty.” 
While examples of these attributes can  
certainly be found in that version, par-
ticularly in the Psalms and poetical 
sections, what of the KJV’s rendering of 
“he that pisseth against the wall” when 
referring to a male (I Kings 16:11), 
or the description of the  
 
 

Temple in Ezekiel 41:6-7, or the illus-
tration of mutual love in II Corinthians 
6:12? There’s not much beauty and maj-
esty in Solomon 5:4: “My beloved put 
his hand by the hole of the door, and my 
bowels were moved for him.” Contem-
porary versions remove the harshness 
and add clarity in such places.

In the late nineteenth century, af-
ter many Greek manuscripts were 
discovered that were dated closer to the 
autographs, scholars and researchers 
from England produced a slightly updat-
ed Greek text resulting in a spate of more 
accurate, yet easier-to-read, contempo-
rary translations. The Bible itself calls 
for plainness of expression concerning 
God’s message. “Write the vision and 
make it plain” (Habakkuk 2:2, KJV).  Je-
sus said, “Let the reader understand” 
(Mark 13:14, NKJV). God wants us 
to understand and obey His accurately 
rendered Word. 

 
 

 

Clear language motivates one 
to believe; lack of it encourages dis-
obedience. Men must hear the Word 
with faith in order to be saved. “Your 
word is truth . . . the word of the Lord 
is right, and all his works are done in 
truth” (John 17:17, NKJV; Psalm 33:4, 
KJV). I agree with the KJV transla-
tors’ Preface in 1611: “Indeed without 
translation into the vulgar [common] 
tongue, the unlearned are but like chil-
dren at Jacob’s well (which is deep) 
[John 4:11] without a bucket or some-
thing to draw with . . . But we desire 
that the Scripture may speak like itself, 
as in the language of Canaan, that it 
may be understood even of the very 
vulgar.” 

Agreed.

J. R. Ensey is the associate 
pastor of Living Way Church 
in Conroe, Texas. 
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Language is not static; it does not stand still.  
It is forever in a state of flux to some degree.
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@DavidKBernard Spiritual leaders shouldn’t emulate 
worldly models of leadership but provide a model of ser-
vant leadership (Mt 20:25-28)

@SOGleason (Stan Gleason) The Apostle Paul said, “Im-
itate me...” Is your life worth imitating?

@PaulDMooney “Little of consequence is ever accom-
plished alone. High achievement is nearly always a joint 
effort.” - David McCullough

@TerryShock The Senior Pastor MUST be focused on 
prayer and the ministry of the word. Other leaders must take 
care of the tables for this to happen. #Acts6

@CNieuwhof (Carey Nieuwhof) Vision always precedes 
resources.

@NRP2 (Norm Paslay II) Epiphany of the Day: never let 
the vital voice of the past drown out the essential call of the 
future. #visionandbalance

@LaneCoon This German proverb is a great application of 
faith: “Begin to weave and God will give the thread.”

@RaymondWoodward The key to longevity in leadership 
is simple: DON’T SELF-DESTRUCT. Every leader needs a 
leader whose “NO” marks the end of the discussion.

@Longstreth2 (Barron Longstreth) It’s one thing to live 
within 140 characters, it’s another to live with character.

@RevKenGurley Heaven’s gain is worth far more than 
Earth’s pain. Live each day to please the One with Whom 
you will spend eternity.

@TimKellerNYC (Timothy Keller) Evangelize as you edi-
fy, and edify as you evangelize.

@TimGaddy Bible studies work! I met Justin this past Sun-
day. My mom taught the Finleys a Bible study 40 years ago, 
and they taught Justin’s family.

@LukeLevine “It’s easy to criticize the quarterback who is 
on the field while you sit on the couch.” - Wayne Huntley

@ljandandrea (LJ Harry) It’s ironic that a delay of game 
penalty delays the game so the referee can tell everyone we 
shouldn’t delay the game.

@BunchNBreeze Great night celebrating volunteers! Peo-
ple who do things for nothing are worth more than those 
who do nothing for things.
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